ep Montessori
Schools. Inc

The philosophy of Step By Step Montessori is to help cach
child develop a positive self-image within this carefully planned
environment. The child also develops the necessary skills
required for a life time of creative learning. Children carry
within themselves the potential for what they can be. In order
for the child to develop physical, emotional, intellectual and
spiritual capacities he or she must have freedom: “A freedom to

be achieved through order and self discipline”.

Program
O
Infants (6weeks- 15 months)
Toddlers (16 months- 32 months)
Montessori Level 1 (33 months - 5
Kindergarten (5 years)

ended Day Program (6:30-8:30 AM &

Latch Key (Before and after school
am for ages 6-8)

Special Summer P

)0 PM Monday- Friday

Administration office

School Locations:

Step By Ste
¥

“Health, free, the world before me

The long brown path before
me leading wherever I choose

-Walt Whitman

6519 Barrie Road ® Edina, MN 55435  952-920-5457

Edina-Southdale ® Brooklyn Park ® Chaska ® Maple Grove

Plymouth ¢ St. Anthony/New Brighton ® Wayzata-Ridgedale

Step By Step

& Montessori Schools

“The discovery that the child has a mind able to
absorb on its own account produces a revolution in

education.”

This is the new path on which education has been
put; to help the mind in its process of
development, to aid its energies and strengthen its

many powers

-Maria Montessori-

The Absorbent Mind

The Montessori method is an approach to education that
emphasizes the individual potential of young children which
is developed by means of a unique strategy utilizing

specially trained teachers and scientific teaching materials.

Based on a method developed by Maria Monte: , an
Italian physician and educator, children learn to work by
themselves in the prepared environment, enjoying the
presence of other children, but not necessarily working
directly with them. Dr. Montessori developed her method of
edu a number of years and was honored and
respected for her developments in education throughout the

world at the time of her death in 1952

Children w have had the benefit of a Montessori
environment are freer at a later age to devote themselve
more sively to the development of their intellectual
faculties. The Monts i teacher is able to teach the child
individually because he/she is aware of the learning
readiness and interests of each child: when a child is ready
to learn new skills, the teacher steers the child toward a new
activity or project. In the new activity, the student will work
at his or her own pace, with guidance and

the teacher.

The developmer teaching materials igned to test
understanding, rect errors, and train the child’s mind to
think in logi atterns. The well prepared classroom
environment helps the child to be self-disciplined,

independent and to respect the rights of other




Infant Program

Our profe staff has designed a special program for
children from 6 weeks to 16 months. In the infant program,
the emphasis is on stimulation and comfort for the very young
child. At Step By Step, we share your concern for your child
and we provide a loving and warm atmosphere where the
child can grow and develop. Step By Step is proud to offer
this special service at select locations.

Toddler

At Step By Step, we know how important your child’s early
learning experiences really are! This is why our trained staff
has developed a program for the 16 months to 2 ? year olds
that will assist your child in developing vocabulary, social and
self-help skills. Toddlers work with materials to lengthen their
attention span and to develop their concentration and
coordination. Music, story time, arts and crafts, naps and
individual and group games are all important parts of the daily
life for your child at Step By Step Montessori. Toilet training
is not necessary for the toddler. We are pleased to offer the
toddler program at many locations.

nal

“The most important period of life is not the age of university

studies, but the first one — the period of birth to the age of 6.
— Dr. Maria Montessori

One

The child is exposed to a wide range of educational
opportunities and ac
Areas of discovery include:

es in the Montessori environment.

Environment

In creating the environment, the “whole” child — the physical,
emotional, intellectual and spiritual — must be taken into
consideration so the child has a well rounded personality. The
environment is made up of different areas, ranging from
simple to complex, concrete to abstract, helping the child to
progress one step at a time. Control of error is built into the
material so the child is able to correct his or her own mistakes.
This encourages independence from the adult.

Practical Life

The purposes of these activities are to foster order, activity and
independence. Through them, the children learn to care for the person
and care for the environment. They develop grace and courtesy in
socially related experiences.

Sensorial

During this stage of development, children learn through their senses.
The sensorial materials are scientifically designed to help them develop
and refine their senses. By working with the materials, the child is able to
absorb the abstract qualities that are found in their environment, and to
bring order, clarity, and rediscovery with “New Eyes”.

Language

Development of language begins with speech and progresses into writing
and reading. The sandpaper alphabet is used to teach the phonetic
sounds, with the geometric insets (are) used to develop small muscles as
a preparation(s) for writing. The movable alphabet, phonogram board and
grammar boxes are used to teach analysis of sentences. By working with
specially prepared materials that answer inner needs, the child learns to
read and write in a way similar to how he/she learns to speak the language
of his/her environment.

Mathematics

Montessori materials represent all types of quantities. In the Montessori
environment, children not only see the symbols 1;10;100;1000; or (?), but
they can
Later, by combining various pieces of Montessori materials, they can
demonstrate to themselves the basic operation of arithmetic and go from
the concrete to the abstract. These activities give them the satisfaction of
learning by discovery, rather than being told. Eventually, they develop an
enthusiasm for the world of numbers.

50 hold each of the corresponding quantities in their hands.

Cultural Activities

History, Geography, Botany and Zoology are all parts of the childs
everyd:
formations enable children to learn about and become interested in the
world in which they live.

 environment. Globes, puzzle maps, flags and geographical land

Foreign Language

Children are introduced to (the) oral skills (of) listening and speaking a
second language. Music, dance, mime, movement games and visual
stimuli reinforce the spoken language. With this amenity, children sharp-
en their observation and listening skills which carry over into the
regular classroom

Art

The children master basic skills such as cutting, pasting and folding paper.
They are also given the opportunity to work with different media such as
paper, paint, clay, macaroni, yarn, crayons, sand, seed, etc. Each directress
broadens this area with his/her own creative ability. (Each child is not only
able to create their own masterpieces but also enjoys the thrill of having
them displayed throughout the year within their classrooms or the center.)

Music

Step By Step Montessori’s music program explores musical talents by
encouraging the child to use instruments, body movements, singing, and
listening to different types of music. (The children are able to learn and
practice their music in a familiar environment and are able to perform in
several informal productions throughout the year.)

Physical Education

An opportunity to develop team spirit, body movement, large muscle coor-
dination, social, emotional and physical skills are provided. (Here the chil-
dren are able to express themselves is a active way while enjoying less

structured time with their ¢

Field Trips

Field trips provide the child with an opportunity to explore the outside
world and thereby widen his or her horizon. Since the younger child needs
the security of the closed environment, the outside world is brought to
him/her by way of guest speakers, slides, video's and art effects.

Kindergarten Program

The kindergarten program at Step By Step is an extension of the traditional
Montessori classroom. It is an opportunity for the children to learn new

skills at their own rates of development, and therefore advance
accordingly. Empbhasis is placed of language arts, reading,
social skills, math, science, and individual activities to pro-
mote group and individual skills.

Extended

Children may attend the kindergarten program either full or half
days with the option of remaining for the extended day care pro-
gram. This program has been a great help to working parents!

Program

Available from 6:30 A.M. to 6:00 PM., our extended day
program provides maximum flexibility for parents who need a
safe, happy, “home away from home” environment for their chil-
dren. The Montessori extended day program is offered to all age
groups served by (each) Step By Step Montessori (schaol). This
unique day care program provides an important (and) positive
before and after classroom experience for children. Also, chil

dren who are enrolled in a regular session may attend days other
than their scheduled session, provided space is available.

Summer Programs
Step By Step offers a 12-month Program which is divided into
two parts, the regular school session and summer session.
The summer session begins the week following the regular
sion, so that there is no interruption in the program. It is
available for all ages served by Step By Step Montessori. The
summer theme stresses creative art programs and provides a
happy, fun filled learning experience for all who participate.

Latch-

The Latch Key program is for children through 7 years of age.
It is a program offered for children before and after school.
They are also welcome to attend on public school vacation
days and during the summer months. O course, your child
will be extended close supervision and loving care while you
are gone, and will be able to utilize the excellent facilities of
our centers!




